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*4 RIGHTS OF MAN. Part If. 

into meafures, which a man lefs fupported would not have nre 
fumed to adl. ^ 

All this feems to (hew that change of minifters amounts to no- 
thing. . One goes out, another comes in, and (till the fame mea 
fures, vices, and extravagance are purfued. It fignifies not who 
J ? mimfter. The defeft lies in the fyftem. The foundation and 
the (uperftrufture of the government is bad. Prop it as you 
pleafe, it continually finks into court government, and ever will. 

I returned, as I promiled, to the fubjeft of the national deiv 
that offspring of the Dutch-Anglo revolution, and its handmaid 
t ie Hanover iucceffion. 

But it is now too late to enquire how it beean. Thofe to 
whom it is due have advanced the money ; and whether it was 
well or ill fpent, or pocketed, is not their crime. It is, however 
ea v to lee, that as the nation proceeds in contemplating the na- 
ture and principles of government, and to underfland taxes, and 
make companions between thofe of America, France, and Kng- 
land, it will_ be next to impoffible to keep it in the fame torpid 
ttate it has hitherto been. Some reform muff, from the necefticy 
of the cafe, foon begin. It is not whether thefe principles nrefs 
with little or much force in the prefent moment. They are out. 

1 hey are abroad in the world, and no force can flop them. I 
a fecret told, they are beyond recall ; and he muff be blind indeed 
that does not fee that a change is already beginning. 

onlvTr’iT < ; fdead taxes i* a furious 'thing;' and this not 

only for bad, but in great meafure for, foreign government. By 
putting the power of making war into the hands of foreigners 

fi X £ £ P “£7 . c “ ld £ "' •* “ “ b ' 

Beafons are already advanced in this work fhewino- that what 
ever tne reforms in the taxes may be, they ought to°be made in 
tne current expenses of government, and Not in the part aophed 
to ihe in ter eft of the national debt. By remitting the taxes of 
t.ie poor, toey will be totally relieved, and all difcontent on their 
part will be taken away; and by flriking off fuch of the taxes as 
a, e already mentioned, the nation will more than recover the 
wnoie expence of the mad American war. 

There will then remain only the national debt as a fubieft of 
ddcontem ; and in order to remove, or rather to prevent this it 
would be good policy in ,he ftock-holders themfelves to confider 
u as property, fubjeft like all other property, to bear fome por- 
ritv °fl . he , ta * es - Jt woul< * give to it both popularity and fecu- 
r y ;, d a . s a . g r . e . at , P ar , t of I'S prefent inconvenience is balanced 
b> the capital which it keeps alive, a meafure of this kind would 
' ° f ;i; a;d t0 t lat balance as to filence objections. 

I his may be done by fuch gradual 'means as to accomplifh all 
that is neceffary with the greateft eafe and convenience. ? 

-r • ' lead o f ta » n g the capital, the beft method would be to tax 

toes in [hfii 7 ;0mC pr ° 8reffiV ® ratio > and t0 leffenthe public 
x c s ln , fame proportion as the intereft diminifhed. P 

buppofe the intereft was taxed cue halfpenny in thepound the fir , 

year 
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yeai, a penny moie the fecond, and to proceed bv a certain 
1 atio to be detei mined upon, always lefs than any other tax up- 
on property. Such a tax would be fubt rafted from the intereft 
at the time of payment, without any expence of colleftion 

One halfpenny in the pound would leflen the intereft, and 
confequently the taxes twenty thoufand pounds. The tax on 
waggons amounts to this fum, and this tax might be taken off 
the lirft year. The fecond year the tax on female fervants, or 
fome other ox the like amount might alfo be taken off, and by 
proceeding m this manner, always applying the tax raifed from 
tne property of the debt towards its extinction, and not carry 
it to tne current fervices, it would liberate itfeif. 

The ftockholders, notwithftanding this tax, would pay fefs 
taxes than they do now. What they would fave by the extinc- 
tion of the poor-rates, and the tax on lioufes and windows, and 
the commutation tax, would be confiderably greater than what 
this tax, flow, but certain in its operation, amounts to. 

It appears to me to be prudence to look out for meafures 
that may apply under any circumftance that may approach, 
fnere is, at this moment, a crifis in the affairs of Europe that 
requires it. Preparation now is wif'dom. If taxation be once 
let looie, it will be diiiicult to reinftate it; neither would the 
idief be 10 effectual, as to proceed by fome certain and gradual 
reduction. 

i thin the fpaceofafew years we have feen two Resolutions, 
tho:e of America and France. In the former, the conteft was 
long, and the conflict fevere; in the latter, the nation afted with 
fuch a con foil dated impuife, that having no foreign enemy to 
contend with, the revolution was complete in power the mo- 
ment it appeared. From both thofe inftances it is evident, that 
the greateft forces that can be brought into the field of revolu- 
tions, are reafon and common intereft. Where thefe ■ \i\ have 
the opportunity of adiing, oppofitton dies with fear, or crum- 
bles away by convieftion. It is a great Handing which they have 
now universally obtained ; and we may hereafter hope to "fee re- 
volutions, or changes in governments, produced with the fame 
quiet operation by which any meafure, determinable by reafon 
and difcullion, is accompl idled. 

When a nation changes its opinion and habits of thinking, it 
is no longer to be governed as before; but it would not only be 
wrong, but bad policy, to attempt by force what ought to be 
accompiiffied by reafon. Rebellion conlifts in forcibly oppoftng 
the general will of a nation, whether by a party or by a govern^ 
ment. Fhere ought, therefore, to be in every nation arnethod 
of occafionally afeertaining the ftate of public opinion with re- 
fpeeft to government. O11 this point the old government of 
France was fupeiior to the prefent government of'England, be- 
caufe, on extraoi dinarv occafions, recourfe could be had to what 
was then called the States General. Put in England there are no 
iuch occafional bodies ; and as to thofe who are now called Re- 
presentatives, 





